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Hilti in the Tower 
 
Landquart, 9 May 2007 

 
The Hilti Group, a leading global company in mining and 
fastening technology, is using the modern equipment in the 
CEDES AG test tower in Switzerland for product 
development.  
 

Whoever hears the name of Hilti inevitably thinks of the 

indestructible hammer drill in the red toolbox. But Hilti means far 

more than that. Hence the Hilti Group is engaged in development 

with an eye to the installation of elevator product systems for 

economic and reliable fixture of guide rails and doors on the wall 

of the lift shaft. The high priority given to safety and economy in 

worldwide lift system installations is prompting the Hilti Group to 

implement a tailored program for the elevator sector. 

 

Dr. Michael Merz of Global Account Management at Hilti "Today 

all the well-know elevator providers use Hilti product systems for 

installation. 8 million elevator systems worldwide which, after 

more than 20 years in operation require modernisation or 

complete replacement in order to afford the passenger increased 

safety and comfort using the latest technology, present a 

particular challenge. Reliable fastenings must be made on the 

most varied range of old building substructures in an economical 

way. Hilti draws on long experience in the renovation of building 

structures in all parts of the globe and tried and tested purpose-

built product systems. The tailored orientation of fastening 

systems for lift components is based on a range of test rigs, with 

which knowledge can be gained for redesign and further 

development of product systems specifically for the elevator 

sector."  One of these test installations is at the CEDES Company 

in Switzerland.  

 

CEDES is a manufacturer of optical sensors for machine safety, 

automation, door and gate applications and also for the elevator 

sector. In the case of elevators CEDES is among the world 
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leaders. The company is the only manufacturer of elevator sensor 

components which has its own test tower. 

 

The inner life of the 60 meter high tower is high tech of the first 

order. Hence one of the most modern and rapid elevators in 

Switzerland is installed in it. And in addition, of course, a lot of 

electronics. The lift tracks for guiding the lift car are attached using 

Hilti fastening technology. The fastenings are fitted with sensors 

which meet the most varied demands whilst the lift is in operation. 

 

For the Hilti test series the lift car is sent up and down the tower 

with the various weight loadings, speeds and acceleration rates.  

Dr Jakob Kunz, scientific consultant at Hilti and test supervisor, 

values the collaboration with CEDES. Here, thanks to the modern 

equipment in the test tower we can record the stresses under very 

realistic conditions. With the high-speed lift we can simulate 

situations as they actually occur in high-rise buildings around the 

world fitted with high-speed lifts. The data gained provide us with 

the background we need to be in a position to advise our 

customers in a competent manner based on fact on the one hand 

and on the other to develop our product in line with requirements. 

 

For Dr Michael Merz one thing is certain: "We greatly value the 

opportunity of collaborating with CEDES. For our tests we gain 

access to excellent equipment and the good reputation of the 

CEDES name in the elevator sector for innovation, safety and 

economy of the product systems combines very well with our 

values." 
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Facts about both Companies: 

 

Hilti Group 

The Hilti Group in Schaan in the Principality of Liechtenstein with over 

18,000 employees is a leading Company worldwide in the field of 

innovative fastening technology system solutions in the construction 

industry. Customers worldwide who carry out installations on or in 

buildings receive application-oriented total fastening technology solutions 

which are innovative, function safely and support the customer in cost-

effective implementation of his contracts. 

 

CEDES AG 

CEDES AG develops innovative solutions for safety and information 

systems, automation and monitoring applications. In the process CEDES 

works with optical sensors based on active infrared technology and image 

processing. The Elevator Business Unit supplies the elevator industry 

with comfort and safety sensor technology for the lift car and lift shaft 

monitoring. In this field CEDES is among the leading manufacturers 

worldwide.  
If you have any queries regarding this press release our Mr Hannes Schumacher 
(+41 81 307 2398  hannes.schumacher@cedes.com ) will be pleased to answer 
them. 
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The test tower 
 

 
 
Inside the test tower during the tests 
 

 
 
Inside the test tower. View from below in the lift shaft 
 

 
 
Dr. Jakob Kunz, scientific consultant at Hilti, during test pre-briefing 
 

 
 
Michael Merz of the Hilti Group (right) and Beat De Coi of CEDES AG are happy 
about the collaboration 


